Diethyldithiocarbamate depresses the acoustic startle response in rats.
The relationship between norepinephrine (NE) content in cortex and spinal cord and acoustic startle amplitude was investigated in two experiments. Administration of diethyldithiocarbamate (DDC) depressed startle amplitude at the same time and dose that it most severely depleted NE content. These results support the conclusion that NE facilitates the normal elaboration of the acoustic startle reflex and also support evidence that NE activity in the spinal cord may be of particular importance in the maintenance of normal startle amplitude.